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I his speclai issue is a collection of articles on the cur:ei!t devrlo/l;mer~ts iri  pubiisiiing 

ieci-tnologies that affect publishing indistry as well as iibrarius. 

The publishing industry continues I s  change fr-om adkm;ices in carnp3ter and prin11na 
:cchnoloyies and from globalizatioi-I of' economy. Studies suer, as linu'ging to a Digiiai ,Future in 
1934 and Vision 21 --The Printing !nuusfry Redefined for tke 21st Ckntury in 2i?0!I1 describe lne 
structural changes occurring in the bi:siness of printing. Large p~lntrna firms are becoming larger 
tQi~clgh mergers and p ruce~ t  management practices. Smaller companies :h& are just siarting out 
are willing to invest in the innovatiom of digital technology atlci also are provid~ng sper,iaI~sed 
services. 

7'raditic)nally book pidbfishers edited, typeset, designee the r;over of an a c c ~ p ~ e d  mai:l;scripi for 
~i j !~I lcatior! and sent the 'camera-ready' hard copies to the printers ;iVt!iin a ielai~vely shcrt penc.3, 
-;-re nrjtiorl of 'camera-+early copy' becarr~e anachro;tistic. Now ~ : . ~ b ! i ~ f ! t ? i ~  ser~ii ci;: e!nctrtrnic hies 
o! -;L;peset pages and covers by means of e-mail, eiectrortic uploads a? to prin!e!s sites G? i~;.3i\ 

-- 
.i-(en? out or! Z!p disks or CD-ROMs i he printers then create proofs from these e i ec t r~ f t i ~  devii:e:; 
-;isplacing the  id-fashtoned methods of pnotographing pages aod layir~? them oi;: 

!-!&vi?"~g the iziormation r.n electr~n~c files opened :,the; ciocrs as!:: is transforr!?i?g tile pkblisi..!-:y 
<vorid. First. books and informatron inateriais sgch as newsletters no icrige; neec to be prirlted ?>.it 

23 paper. They can be made avaiiahle In :he form of  electron!^ iiies mimicking pr!nteS riooks :;: 
I.:?ims of layout and attractiveness. These electronic. books (known as e6ooks as 0ppose.j io 
pBcoks fdr printea b ~ o k s )  have the advantage of be~ng availabie 24-hours a day and accesslkiil 
trom any place in the world. 

Advances iri printing technologies caused the seco~d Irarlsfor:i?atior: The avaiiabilit:; <:f 

?formation in eiectranlc form enables the publishers move to 'crin! or! deman::' (PQD) rrrocle i:: 

:his scenario? publishers no longer gambie on the nbmber of ccpies to print, t h ~ s  Secorninp sti.:k 

with unsold inventories. They can move to the 'just in time' appioacn and ~ r i n !  O P ! ~  er~i3ug;: :L. 
$,..;stain the market Another advantag? 1s that it is no loryjer necessary to let bccics go '2:ii of p;-;,-:' 
.; a book is avaiiable in either electro~ic form or on a hard copy, it is r-1.2~ econor~ically feas~bl? :_? 

:ilt.g the 'out of print' but valuable bocks back 10 prinr Technlcaiiy speaking, bcq-4s never rice:.:' ri 

;o gut of print Wth !he growth of di3it42l co~our printiyg. !pore a::d more titles 2-5 Iiic?ly to apae3.- 
-is POD titles. 



The inexpp srve low-volume POD now opens up markets to more ana diverse authors 
Publishers for nstance controlled the ~nformation entry into the marketplace because of the h ~ g h  
cost of book 2nd magazine production in the tradrt~onal publishing world These restra~nts are now 
less relevant Acithors who have had tro~lble f~nding publ~shers to publish and market their works 
now nave :he ability to be thelr own ~ ~ b l l s h e i - s  The internet and online tookstores make 
maritetrvg their works easier than the tradit~onal book marketing controlled by a few book 
drstri butors 

The same forces also nelp small publishers and those who deal with specialised lnformatron 
Again the tradit*onal publishing world was ~ n ~ m ~ c a l  to these publ~shers because cf the~r small scale 
of operatiovs aild difficulty of reachlng their specialized audience Now these publishers have a 
place OF the taole arla can effectively coinpete in the rnarliet place because of the advances in 
prrntirlg and iz~~ktl~shiny technoiogles 

r r 3 ~ .  emerg g publish~ng te~hnolog~es In other words are le\tell!ng the playina field tor 
individual a ~ ! ~ o ~ s  and for small specialized pbbllshers We will be richer bemuse of ~ntellectuai 
c ~ \ / e r s ~ t {  that access~ble to the general public It wiil contrnue tc be d~fficul: to monopolize arld 
i oritrol the inf?rYnat~on flow, 

The Irnpacr ;f these technologies on tne libraries and information centres is equally fascinating. 
Although the predicted eBook revolution fizzled, it is still too early to write off the potential impact 
on ' i h ~  libraries i ibrary users are getting accustomed to having information at their fingertips and 
having it access~ble at all times from a variety of geographic locations. This mindset will change 
how the library operates. It is ctill possib!e that libraries will no longer be monurrlerital buiidings as 
tbe growth of physical collections of books, journals and other materials may have peaked 
Schciars across the world aie like!y to access once obscure information that could have been 
p ~ 3 ~ ' c i e d  ~ r i l y  by lrbraries Collecting, analysing, arid iricorpcrating information icto one's scholarly 
l .,+-,i.. A ,'I $- r:.?ay also iindergo major changes For instance, plagiarism is cne of the ~rob lems plagu!ng 
ice e ~ ~ ~ i c a t i o r l ~  !nsti:u'i!~ns as it is now much easier for students tn search for informaiiai'i on the 
i:irer::ec ciowtiic.;U, ailG cut a;?d paste that information into their publicat~ons 

Vve are or119 ~ l ~ r n p c  ng the comlng changes in publishing and library fields ana tPe emerging 
L r ~ r  J - E  i r  - h i  use 3f irifori*?3tion ?lay have dramatlc effects on schoia:sn~p I lbr~ries ana 
soc,tetres In genaal  

1  IS coIler,t~cn of essays touches or? these rlotions John Abbott, Collecbon Developnieni 
Coordi.iator a: &ppalach~a:> State Un~vers,- j  s Beik Libraries revlews the hype surrounding eBooks 
and predicted death ot p B o ~ k s  Lynn Conqaway of netlibrary (which 1s now owned by OCLC Inc 
examlnes the c3allenges and opportunities created by eBooks for libraries publishers, and eBook 
p~oviJers Jobri Craft, Associate Frcfesso- of Technology Appalachrdrl State Un~verslty d~scusses 
:rie role of pcr?able documerls files (PDF)  in exchange of ~rlformatioti I? a standardised plat for^ 
and hardware 'ndeper,del;t form therei-i facilitating both book priqting and the ava,Iabllity of 
e b c k  inforrra-orl on compiiters Beliiamin Lee desciibes the workflou be? lid OR-demand 
prir1ti.ig In a s--cond artisle ;e preseits *ram tbr. perspective of marketmg trie concepts behtnc: 
Ja iable pririii?,i However ore.can speYu1ate that the var able pr1r?tlny; may orie day lead to ever\ 
503k printea iie1r;g a ciniacie book iha' IS highly personaiisec and rargeted to specific user needs 
I the ~as t  ar; c 3 Geo g~ Sif-i,rjiap st,; es different offset i,tbo a r l l  1 gital pr,ntiriS syslens I? t h ~  
lnriiket d ig~ ta~  .~iinters vv b?:orre b2tt.i and better and produce high a i i s i~ t /  ~ 7 ~ 1 1 i t ~ n u  there D) 

-,halle?glng t"; j o r n i n ? i c ~  of d f f s ~ t  Iitk7c rTnt ing Ir the putlls'71ng i?a t<et  

- -- -A- - - - - -  - 
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The editors hope that the sampling of these articles provide an overvlew of the changes that 
are becoming evident in the publishing technologies. 
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