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Access to Socio-Economic Data 
with Particular Reference to India 

In India, statistical agencies responsible for colkction, processing and 
disseminatim oi s o c k o n o m k  statistics in a dtcentraYsed wt up, release 
dala mostly in ihe form of serials and reporls. Propr and easy nccess to 
data depends an tactws such as rdease of uwrs' guidtJ/methdo+ogicai 
h a n d h k s ,  timeliness in release of aata, provision fw access to unpubkshed 
data and use of electronic media for data dissemrnatbn. Of late. these 
apncies nave taken certain measures to meet the data needs 04 users. 
lnternatimll agencies such as the UN and stat:si)cal ofiices of dwcloped 
countries have started wing modern techrahy  t d s  like CD-ROM and 
INTERNET for wid# dissemination of data. An attitudiml change ir still 
needed for prwiding pmper and easy access to sociwmmmlc data. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Most of the mxra Level statktics avaiWAe in 

India in the forms of tabks, graphs or charts in 
difkrent p lb l ia t ims h*ue their migin in 
statistical agencies which function undw the 
aegis of the G o w m m m t  These a$mcies 
include natha l  bdies ~ u ~ h  as Centrd 
Statis:kal Organisation (CSO), N a t i 0 ~ 1  Sample 
Survey Organisition (NSSO), Directorate 
General of Cmmtrcial tntdgence and 
Statistics (DGCIS), Directorate d Ec- 
and Statistk, Ministry of Agriculture (DES), 
Registrar Central of I d a  (RGI), etc In stam 
and union Wibhes (UT) t h m  w State/UT 
Statistical Bureaus. Apart from t h ,  2ach 
Cavemnent of lndia Mini- has either a 
fubfltdged shtistial divishn or a secth foc 
this purpose. Public sectw organisatims ham 
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their own arrangements fm cdleaion and 
mamknance of statistics. On the whok, 
statistical sptm m India is a decentralised om, 
i.e., the rqmnsit>ilit): a4 cdlectkn and 
dissemination d ctatlsiks 6 divided h w t n  
t k  Union a d  the State Governments- on the 
basis of threeiald cbssifrcath of subjects in 
1 ndian ~onstitutbn' . 

The uae of W o r m m i c  data has 
increased considerably during !he last bur 
decades cx so. Data is m cdkctd on a 
variety d rub)ectl c w h  as m l a t i m ,  n a t h l  
income, idustry, agriculture, tducarim, price, 
W g n  trde, e n v i m m t  etc. N m l k  
r t a t i s & b m t ~ ~ w t d L c a e d b y t h e  
dfidal a g e d  on the bans d : 
[i) data derived from ~ i n i s t r ~  mds 

which flow upwards through periodic4 
fe4wni; 

(ii) statisdcs colccted Ihrougl~ c e m m s  such as 
ppulatiwt cmws; ad, 



liii) sample s u q  data covwing one cx mwe 
subjects such as consunwr expediturc, 
employment and unemqloyment, health, 
nutrition, etc. 

National i n c m  data are campiled from 
differen1 available data series as andytml 
aggregates. In f a a  datahales a e  created, 
maintain4 and periodically up&& by the 
diifermt Murce agencies primarily to mtel t h  
data needs ir: tbe context of pbnning and p o k y  
formulation. Other maim users a4 data Include 
the fdlowing groups2. 

ti:, Cenlral/state/UT gwwnmmt, minidries, 
depa rtmentr and ofFices, 

(ii) international organisations, 

dntainsd by he agencies b r  free dstribtion 
of Itatistical puMicaths both within and 
wtside the govwnment. The copies of priced 
publicaWr are also sent to ton tder  of 
P d i c a t h s  6w sale. A h 4  view 04 certain 
mainatream statistial publicathr ir gmn in 
TaMe 1. 

The n u d m  of publicat'ir brwght out by 
lndian statistid agencies is quite brgc. 11 fm 
much expansion has taken pbce in data 
colkdm prosnmmtr of the agencies, and ar a 
resull, the number of vdumes conlabning final 
data has wbstantiaUy incnlrcd. fhe r t c m t  
emphasis on r e g h l  pbnning has m s i t a t e d  
the releasc of &ta in disawegated h m .  

(iiij Public undertakingr, universiiis, research 
institutions, 3. DATA DISSEMINATION 

( w )  Private firms, industrbl unions, assaciatiwrs. 
individual research w r h ,  etc. 

2. SOURCES OF DATA 
The data source agencies m l l y  take the 

recessary steps fw dissemination of statisti- 
which were contained irr their databases. Data 
are rnaoe available to tk users mainly through 
serial publications and ad hoc reports at 
subsidised rates or free of cost, and m t t i n ~ e s  
on sane mainstream stalisticd publications 
no-profii no-bss basis. A mailing liG is 

The users d data, particularly from 
mkgorernrnent organisaim often say that the 
a w i e s  do not MOM a definite daia 
dimsemination @icy. As a mult data largely 
ranaln bur id  in the files w returns maintaimd 
in the statistiul offices. Oniy a part 01 the data 
wllected are releared thnxrgh printed d u m s  
in a fixed h a t .  They are published at different 
places by semi-autonomous agencies on 
different subjects. As a result, the users who 
want to use data from m a e  than one Ilxrrce fw 
the purwe  of analysts often fbce problems. 

Tabk 1: Some Mr'nrtrum Statistical PublicrLbm 

bliition 
(a) National income (This wid- a a.1 Naiional Ac- Strlirticr. (Central Statiktical I quantitat~ve account w d h g  of O r g a n i u h ,  N m  Odhi). 

the economy) 
a.2 Nil- h n t r  W k t k  Dimg&mgated 

Statcmt  1 9 S 5 1  to 197996. (Central Statigical 
Organisation, New Ddhi). 

(b) Edwaiion b.1 Sektcd EducrtW Stathtb, 1 W2-93 I D e p a r t m t  
of Eduution, of Human Rerourcc 
Owebpment, Ntw Delhil. 

b,2 5ckctcd InTormti~  on 5chad E & a h  1992-93. 
(Departmmt d Education, Ministry oi Human 
R e m e  Dedcbpment, New Ddhi). 

c.1 Indian b b w r  Yea* 1991. (Labour Buvau, 
Comment d India, Shimla]. 

c.2 Statistb of Fackrin 197984. (Labour Bureau, 
Govwnmmt of I d a ,  Shimla). 



In fact, requirements of the data users vary 
and serials published in a fixed pdeterrnined 
format do not satisfy all users. Uswlly spxial 
tables are generated on demhnd for users lib 
the Planning Commission. Policy makers need 
macro 1-1 data or data in wmmadsed form. 
On the contrary, planners and researchers need 
micro level data and the full report including the 
analysis. 

In order to make data accessible to users, 
the statistical agencies take certain measures 
which include release of users' guides and 
catalogues of publications; documentation of 
concepts; compilation of methodological 
handbooks; timeliness in publication of data; 
provision for access to unpublished data; use of 
electronic media for data dissemination, etc All 
these factors coledively determine the 
accessibility to data. 

4. USERS' GUIDES AND 
BIPLIOCRAPHICAL TOOLS 

Statistical agencies like CSO, NSSO, etc., 
have compiled certain 'Users' Cuide or Key to 
Literature' hi& provide an insight into the 
contents of various statistical serials. These 
'Guides' or 'Keys' are also used as 
bibliographical aids. The most widely known 
reference book for the users of data is Cuide to 
Official Statistics 1987 compiled by CSO. The 
earlier editions of this guide were released in 
1979 and 1985 respective&. The guide includes 
details about scope, coverage, methods used for 
collection of data and data comparability on 
different subjects. An index prwided in the 
Annexure lists statistical serials alphabetically 
and provides references to the page number in 
which the scope of the listed serials have been 
explained. 

Another useful guide for the users of 
statistics is Directory of Statistics, India 1990, 
compiled and published by CSO. The first 
edition of this guide was published in 1976. It 
lists the different statistical series on which data 
are mailable. Different details such as source 
organisation, title of publidon, periodicity of 
data and the level of presentation are included 
in it Another annual publication Sample Survey 
of Current Interest in India by CSO provides 
information pertaining to sample surveys started 
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during the prwious year. Other reference &Is 
indude Oimctwy of k i a l  Statisria (1990) and 
Statistical Sp&m in lndia (f  989). 

A close lodr at the structure and contents of 
these guides wouM reveal that there is a lack of 
professionatism in their compilation. The format 
of the index and the annexures like lists of 
publicatbns with inadequate bibliographical 
details do not provide comprehensive 
information to the users. These aencies should 
therefore associate professionally qualified and 
experienced staff for the compilation of these 
guidebooks as is usually done by foreign 
statistical organisations~nstitutions. For 
example, Guide to Official Staristics (1990) 
compiled by the Office of National Statistics, in 
the United Kingdom has a keyword index 
prepared by a professional librarian which 
provides the location of about 5000 key words 
in the main part of the Cuide. Most of the 
Indian guides are published by the statistical 
agencies for their own official use; and except 
for Cuide to Off ia l  Statisbics, none of these 
guides are milable to users through book trade 
channels. These guides do not have a regular 
revision policy and therefore hey become 
outdated wihin a short time of their 
publication. Morewer, while providing details 
about the serials, there guides do not 
distinguish between priced and unpriced 
publications. Also it is usually difficult for the 
users to identify the publications superscribed 
'for official use' or 'for restricted circulation'. 

The users of statistical publications have to 
rely mostly on irregular bibliographical sources. 
For instance, Controller of Publications 
announces &he release of certain current 
publications through List of New Arrivals which 
appears in newspapers and journals. Another 
source is Catalogue of Gmmment of India's 
Civil Publiations which is  essentially a 
publisher's catalogue containing w e n  the 
details of old publications which are available 
for sale. Monrhfy Abstract of Statistics, compiled 
by CSO contains an annotated list of priced 
CSO publications. 

Various independent agencies such as 
NSSO, RGI, Labour Bureau, DCClS also 
publicise their serials and reports through their 
catalogues published periodically. As regards 
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~ ~ ' ~ r s p w t r , ~ ~ r r n a l a s  
~ 0 f ~ ~ S X ) ~ m d  thdr 
npwEc re -by p b W 4  in t M  
qwmty pumi -. S w w t y ,  &@sm 
Cenwrl's Ncmkcar, qua* by h 
RGI, contains a k of c m ~  whms puMizhad 
china the period; and L h u r  Burew 
prblicatbnr are W In lndiur L h w  lourn/ 
p W d  by Lrbour hmau ReJerve Bank of 
l n d b r r d D C C t S d m p ~ t h & r e p o r t s i n  
Rcserw 8mkdlrda Buktlnind Foreign Trde 
S h t i s t k  d Indh WMI m p u b M  mry 
m th. 

fils rather W m t  raueak thrt d y  
v d c  attrmptr b e  lxm m d e  by I d a n  
statisti imks to ccrmplle bibliographiul 
t d s  of dn4r p d k a h s .  

On the other hand, their m n  counterpart 
such as Office hx N a M  S h W b  (OM), UK 
a d  US h u  af eha C a w  hrre h n  
p A h h h g  t h u r d v e  atilkyn of their 
publications. T& d n  a&n d th ON5 is  to 
improve acasl LD eprmmmsnt s&tiotical 
inlom*tim. It has Gocwmnent 
S t a W  A H Cui& to b e ,  ard ON5 
C a w ,  1996. In 6- of itr pdicy, ONS 
generally r e v h a  mory d its existing 
puMiutiom ior the d ttSCir h h g  
redesigned 6w rtm pubiiutions. US Bweau of 
C m w  h i s  C e n ~  GtJsgue~ Md 
Gu&, 1996. fht 50th d t h  of this 
pddkatioo is kmth a u m  
and m autfrmtic guide to tht programmes a d  
w m b ~  of the agsmy. 

Unhtunatdy, Indian stadstid a w s  we 
rornmht  i d i h t  to this upect r>i data 
~ n i ~ t h ,  and a mprr ty  of them d y  
indude licts of r a t  m t i o n s  in Wi 
-ivt annual reports, ff regular 
serials. 

Mart d tk stah t ica l  sou- are gentrally 
p M d d  as a wrl d -t pubhtionr, 
and la& d proper bibliognpMul contrd b 
m n m m t  Micatiom exists in many 
c m t r k  Of the wmld. E m  kr USA, studies 
h m  rwal td  that g a v m m t n t  pubhtion 
related i- h m  few access poinu than 
idexes to other tradithl  i h t h  
sollrres3. 
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5. METHODOLOGICAL 
HANDBOOKS 

It h a  bccn Wtly mid 'it is m thing m 
gathw E-, q u k  #rothar to understand 
urd inawpret them.. Statistics b as much an 
a M m h  rmms Lttle unless dwy are 
h q t d  prm, And ahat Is what 
m a k ~  many of the $&ti-l & p u b l i  

gmemment rn bffling. Racb is prop# 

@ d a m  given to M p  interpret what they 
mean*. 

The foNow#rg factws M u m c t  the 
a c m d i k t y  and propcr use of data mum: 

(i) $Ic methdhgy used for data cdection, 
(a) the data reliability and cmpuability. 

(iv) dasrifmth scheme USHI Cw enumtrating 
different data cwies (i.e., for difftrtnt 
wets, cxwpltions, etc,). 

Most d tha aganc)ef u w U y  i w o r p ~ a t t  the 
MU- a d  reliabYitv statements oC their datl in 
t h e i n ~ y ~ v r a s h o t n o t e ~ e o ~  
in Wr prMlicaths, so thal the ulws can hwe 
a better understanding of the &ta cmt;rirred in 
them. In m s t  of rhe primary sauces such as 
Cwus d India Pn'mary Census Abstract. Annuill 
S u n y  of Mustries: Summary Rewits kx F a c w  
Sector; NSSO Report on Consum W n d i t m ;  
nd R v t  rn C u m y  and F i n v m ,  a- 
&sa@lio* d the data colkthn im-, - of a# c&h pmurkd in t k  publiuaion, 
a d ,  statMia1 masum a4 reliabitity a d  validity 
of data are generaYy irlduded. 

On the o h r  hand, in the case d widely 
d =:rmbry dm cmpwrdu such ar 
S t a t i a  Ahtract India, Ecmmrc Sumy, 
ldian Ecarromy in Figms, which sift data from 
a number of Wtistiul m-, details h t  th 
m e t w g y ,  ek,  are rmt included. Onb dw 
names of m r c e  agemi- and a brief 
aplilnotwy note are given emmerating the 
limitations of data c m l J d  in them. 

Some of t k  statistical queries in a 
specialscd library art c~otcric irr nature, A 
p e r m  translating such a qucry in!o the 
m h c h g y  of t k  statistical source normally 
needs to acquint  himself with specialised 
metIdalogical handbooks which are 
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compikl most of tha a v i e s  In the frdd. 
For instance, RGI publ lsk Cenws of Mia: 
Tabulation Pfan an the erc of the decennial 
census. A comprehcnsh view of the soope 
and cwerage ai varims s ~ t i r t i c d  t a k  to IH 
inclodtd in census volume i s  prewnted In this 
puMication. fm the uurs of Annwl S u m  of 
Idustries (AS/), Revised lndum'al 
Classification of E c o m i c  Aclivities, 1 987, is 
helpful as it pnwides a framewwk for 
classifying data according to the kind of 
tconornic activity. 

Natlwral Accounts Statisrics (NAS) whih is 
ppubrly referred to as the white paper on 
~ t i o ~ l  heme is one of tht mas! w&y u d  
wwrrces for the ~ o n o ~ t s .  A metkddogical 
h a n d h k  for this swm is necessary k a u w  
the concepts and terms u d  and tables giwn 
therein are urually complex in nature. For the 
users of NAS &la, CSO has publidd Na-l 
Accourrps Statisti=: Sources and Methods, 
'1980. It elaborates the louwes a d  methods of 
estimation of macro+?conomic a w g a t e r  such 
as tke bmestk p m h t s ,  savings, capital 
h a t i o n ,  =counts of pubk w x b r  and 
mnsdidated accounts of the natmm. In 
additcln, it also tracer the development of NAS 
as w h  a d  expbins variws concepts 
associated with it. 

Major source agencies s w h  as RBI, DGCIS, 
Labour beau ,  NSSO, ctc, mostly enumerate 
the wixepts, definitiorr and rnethdobgnl 
rwrces of thcir pubticatims through t M r  
,krnak, viz., lndiur h & w r  lwmd R m  
Bank of I tdm Bulktin, and Rcservr h k  of lndia: 
O c c h a l  P a m ;  and Samkrhana. DCClS 
publication Indian Trade W f ~ ; ~ ~ t i o n  and 
Labw Bweau's Maw Reknncc Guide & 
i a h r  Suhislics are d d  aids 6w the users d 
their data. 

6. UNPUBLISHED DATA 
f h ~ u g h  a large volume of data is now 

cokcted by the statistical agencies, m t a r c k n  
often combin  rhat data are rot waibbk on 
m n y  s d w o n o m i c  variables. The reamn fw 
such complaints i s  ObViOW. Data c o M  ty 
t h  majm agawies are prblished in a h a t  
d & g d  prirnar* tor the d f t l  usen. They 
r w d  onty broad results. R e r t d ~ m  n d  data 

W 5 l m - n  dh-dkhnd, 7994 1Y4) 

ins-Sonnwhichdhelpthe 
m+tr m go b d- sfdes.  -I 

data w a d  by d i m  agencitl d the 
govrmmmt as a m t  Of ahhistraticnr 
n not propwly *la&. Many of thcK data 

nmnin cmfnsd bn gawrnmnt & I  

tithermatked'koffiddusc'or'iwmtriaed 
cirahtion'. A critic has Cis)ldy w: 'so the 
d s e  of Wt kkJabing data calleaed fof 
adminlstratk pu r lw~ t~  is q h  gmenl : it 
m a w  r l  brpumtnlr. hhnarion Hrmah k 
c- is wt takrhd. Ihmadm w k h  is 
tabdated is not made avrlbble to a m  

the mmmf5. 

In fact, unpddhd dab, fdl under four 
b d  utegm*: 

(i) &to which re uder pub4btim-i; 
(ii) data w h i  nrt thhPsd h t  not induded in 

the p u b h  ~mgrammer d the statislical 
agency; 

(iii) data which are available but not hbuhted; 
and 

(w) data avai hbts in hmddd/esbM3ment 
sch&ks w in questhnains cdlccted 
through census or simple sursqr. 

Tlw policy fdlavvtd by statistical agencies to 
prorzide access to unpublished data is generally 
dekwnbd by eKistlng stahtical begfsbtbn as 
we1 as factm such as 'purpose of use', and, the 
attituck of the officiak contrdling the data. 
Normally, &ta u m b  plbliutim we rrot made 
a v a i W  lo tk me& unlns they we 
s t w  b official me. Data whkh arr under 
proce~sing a e  t i p e d y  withheld bcuw the 
mr can @t a hcm~sfshmt muk And data 
which are tabulated but mot indded in 
p u b i l u t h  progrrmne are prwided rn urea 
ahw vcriiying eht p u m  of thck use. In the 
case whwc data are wail&& but not included 
in the t a b u l a t h  plan, the d d h  regarding 
& c a r s  is # a h  keeping in view the reliability of 
data h &mr d cowage, mponlc rate and 
sensitiveness of varbbkr rnemrcd. 

Broadly speaking, two factors: (i) stati- 
stical legislation regarding guarantee of 
confidentiality, and, Iiij sensitiveness ot data 
available with agenck  are strictb followed 
by the statistical agtncies for withholding 
data. Micro lmel data which are available in 
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~ H d ~ m m ) Y ~  
r d s d  tnuw thqr --- r-l &t& 
pcrtdhgbani--oran 
eRltrprice. Thh am- b t h  vidatim d 
w n  d CoU+Ctiwd"- k t ,  1 953. 
As v r d r  Census of '"- fisWEE 
s w h  as d g b n  a d  r--.- which are 
considered sensitive sbs Covtrnmenl am 
g e w J I y  not r d  bo h (wMic. 0th 
categoryof=nritk d r t r m n g t o d t f e m e  
establi~hmtnts, etc. is tmr* baptsecmt by tte 
orders of the Gorcrmenl. 

In general, mort of tht -thtbl agencies 
s b w r g o o d & d d d d w m i n p r w i d i n g  
accesstothe i ru@Mdd.Lp.Thisk inkt  
conflict with the w p k  of 
o p m  or 'right to inkrmrtion'. Kteping this 
in view, the Ospwcmcnt d Statistics, 
Gavemmmt of I d ,  on the bans of the 
mcmmenbtionr of a Cornme of 
Stcrew& from v m  -mmb h m  
m t t y  e r q h i d  ehit the Comnmmt will 
v o t e  eaiy xcers to urprblidd but 
ddated data. lbe s w x i w s  af dstl 
i r l o b e m w d b e i w t h t t h a s a h  been 
s d d t h a t c p d k t b n s ~ b b k d n w n b r  
t h e r d s a s e o f  data after 

7. TIMELINESS m R  
From k W w n t  d t i d y  xcsss to 

~ i d & a i a ~ ~ t . ~  
whlch t&t a h g  time 8. k prduccd ire d 
k E 6 W ~ ~ ~ a n d m i y ~ - - r - - b I X d m o s t  
~ . E ~ s * ~ b t t I I p e e d  
a d  p v m t d t y .  S@ m tha data ae 
made wadaide to t)rc uwn ~oon after tht 
perbd of timc to w h i i  llwy rria. Pwrctullity 
m e a l s  hat the stiltiatia. & d a b k  r)eY 

o o d l e & a e d ~ w M l h a s ~  
decided ard madt pdAc h &e7. 

I n I n d i a , s o m t d t k & a d a k a n d n q m t s  
whkh xc fregucntly in drmwd br gowmmmt 
u ~ e  rn*intAa their a d  plnctuality. Fw 
instace, Emmmk is & a d  on the 
eur d hdget, con- data w i n i n g  to the 
preceding yaar. Shdady, Q k k  M m a W  d 
Natiorul hmme is rbkPStd during 
F h ~ M a r c h  m r y  v. O/ Cms 
Dorrmk w c t  (i.e., dvvlecd -aimate d 

3 4  

l-kmw, thc rdewt of final results d 
s d e ~ s u r v y s ~ b y N S S O d  
&e Ccmw of India suh as Fqwhtion C m  
& i c h r e  Cmsur, Vltal ShWi, dc, ue 
~ ~ a f l d i n u w n e c a ~ t h y w a  
nbadevwlaheradeude.The&ay~ccrm 
d u e t o a c o r n W c t f c c t d ~ d f a c m s :  

(i) dday h trans-n of data from the point 
d e  w tk tabdation centre, 

(ii) &ay in proper checking atxi tabidah. 

(ii) dehy in data processing a d  pnpanticm oi 
h k  in stmdard hmt, 

(iv) the dday in thc printing pms. 

la went years, s smal  measurn have bnn 
Initlad by the a** ro cwnter the pm&lein 
of time bg h plbliution of data. For otaw, 

CX, has t a b  steps to d u c t  the time lag in 
pmxedng of A S  data from 60 months to 42 
months In r p h d  manner within hn, lo 
m. Simihrty, DGClS has curtailed the time 
lag in h i g n  trade data, wrth dW h + ~  of 
co-d pmming. to 12 hmnths h 
h t  24 months. With the x h m t  of 
inhmt ion  tcchndogy, the mode of 
&remination of ~ has changtd. This has abo 
M p d  in d i n g  tk time lag. 

8. DATA DISSEMINATION: 
ELEmRONIC MEDIA 

In )wt h tw i-nt factca, x- ta 
u n w  dala d timely availability d &a, 
utdwr)t .h&ertwinedwiththeuledmJwn 
e k b w k  media hr data cdbctiw, procr#lsg 
a d  dwmina th .  Most of the pmmi#nt 
shtisaiul r ~ k  such ar CSO, RGt, W;CIS, 
NSSO, M m r  Bureau, etc., haw M y  

cornputwised &tab-. They hrve 
started dhmlnating data in &ctronk media in 
a Emitcd way, as shown in Table 2. 

fhwgh computerisd databases a r t  
maht*imd by wwne d ths agmcier, there is no 
u i h m i f y  a m 8  the databms with regard to 
swage devict, rstriwal rnechanim a d  data 

DK#XK Ui&M dhr Tuhnol, 1998, t YC 



T a b  2: Apwi'tl diraenil#tim# data in ckctmic form 
- - - -  

Ham of ~ h e  w c y  

Id Cenwd katirtid . . 
and National Sampk Survey 
Orpnisrtbns. (Dcpwtrrrent d 
%cMi m n m t  of hda ,  
New M\. 

- - - - - - -  - -  - - 

P m n t  Sfate 06 M mgaahg Ektmnic Data 
Di-hthl  

A ~ o l h ~ & h r d N J S O ~ & % a a m m ~  
wailablc to he u r n  an mqmtk  U ~ E Y ,  fbppicl, stc, orr 
m i d  charm W h  Mudc cost d computw time I -  
ior 1upp4 d data h i d i n g  spcmrd IdAation if undPrtdFcn m 
& m a d  

(b) Directorate General of ffiCI5 has introduced th s n t e r n d s u ~ ~ k w & g n  trxledata 
Commercial inbllisance and on mpe?ir: k individruk, prkatc Cims, n o w  
S:aris:ic% IDCCI5:1, Calcutta. wgmht ions and lrade scrv)ccr a-tr of atl type; and a b  
(Ministry of Commerce, in computer hm copies (print on ptyment of h s  W a d s  
Gwermmt of indial. Lqe data COIL t m d a  COW, w i n g  a d  p t a g  cortr, elc. 

(c) Labour Bureau, Shlrnla L a h r  Bureau is Are* in tht p m s  of having a ' b h  
{Ministry of Labour, I n b r m a t i o n N ~ j l A ~ f l } , I n t h i s , i ~ i s p ~ s D ~ r  
Coverrmmt of India:,. ccniralrtd d a t h  at Chamhgarh and this w a  be \bM 

thou& a whw& with &I the mg-I d f ~ m  d the &wlNu. This 
mtwwlting will kw d m  thmn@h Nahanal Inhmation Centre 
(N1C). 

d! Wtce of :he Registrx G e m 1  TIME 1 99 1 census &, Lt. Prjmtry Census Abstracl, vim 
of India (RGI)* N e w  DeJhi. & m & M  and a of ky h e  bcen dkltmirurcd 
Idinistry of Home Affairs, through NlCNET (the rn* d N a h l  lnhrmaks 
C m m n t  of M i a )  Centre} 1NK). Pimwy Gem A h m a  b t a  h m  h e n  & a d  

in 51 fbppies by RGI Car the r n h  vi#aee/wd kvel data b all 
Stam ad Unian T e r r i m  

fclrmat. h'K has deudapd mcchvrivn tar use B s n ~  IADB) d F d  and ~p icuhrd  
of certajn databarn to facilitate planning and Orgmkttbn (FAO), fnkrutimal Monetwy 
* y  making. the rwrct of NIC's t c m i c  Furd (IMF), s t  fht Dqwtmmt  ako has 
monitoring data is Cmtw b r  hhn~lwins llrdian rehbiom wibh staWid offit= Of mwy 
E&mmnv (CME), Bombryf a privrk t d y .  ~ w d ~ ~ ~ .  
CME'S &k is ahurt.r an the mw d p r o d  Mort d h inmmtronll mgrnicliions 
p r i m v ~ o r ~ r y d a ~ * ~ h a ~ ~ m c r ~ ~  ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  

OWKW rgmcier. CMlE M O ~ S  a ** wm c m y v l ~  d f h r  
number o i  fjkr fm updath  of Its databank. It -*, of M- dam mk 
h a  d ~ l o p c d  time striel datl on i-l dk-d from mm\ WCCJ 
wms d I*n NM"IW- CM'E b s  offtces.  om of the imqcrilnt -IS such as 
dcviKd a me~hddogv Cw estimation of trends U n i d  w,ws s t r a s ~  ye- 

In I d a .  CSD is the central &tin8 
a v v  fw ctaihriul activib)er h aha -try, 
w h Department of StrtiStb# 
icwisaing of CSO, NSSO md Cunputcr 
Ctnkrej, keeps a cloe Ufiisrm wirh inwmtrorul 
m~nkations; namiy the United f r l a t h s  (UN), 

Ecmornic and SoCial COmmiYion for .Asia 
a d  Rrjfk (ESCkP), t k  &in OeveCopment 

3 f 5 m  d hf 1- t W1,1 B(4) 

D e u c i m r r r  Report ( W d  0mkk a d  U m  
Statistical Ymrbmk; we maibk In printed as 
well as e k m k  :i.e. CD-ROM1 hm. Rnmrtly 
Ww!d W ' s  s h t i r t i  W u c l r  hve h 
u w  a d  damhcd in ekmk bm. A 
m kg&@ statistid dm, Id&# 
DeHe)opnent idhm 1997 has h e n  releosd 
in C D O M  brm, Thc W M A k  h a  
h n  d I t d  m cmqdemnt tht indium. 
And tb W& Dcbt T&s h s  becn r e n d  



Global Development Finance so as to refled the 
current trends in international capital M. 

National statistical offices of several 
developed countries haw also adopted 
decrronic media for data dissemination. For 
instance, in 1 994, S&&tial Absmcr of United 
Sfates was released on CD-ROM. In USA, the 
Gwernment has advocated for the private 
dissemination d government statistlca! data as a 
mechanism to help defray the costs of data 
collection. A new information industry has been 
developed for promoting the use of government 
inbrmatbn with private statistical records, The 
repackaged records are now sold to both 
business and government8. 

Index to International Slatistics (\I$), 
pubJisbed by Con#ressiond Information Service 
(USA), i s  a reference source bmk, available in 
printed as well as electronic form. 
Fundamentally, IIS is  an index to statistics as 
distinct from an Index to p u ~ t i o n s g .  7he 
coverage includes virtually all statisti= 
contained in periodicals, annuals, biennials, 
monographs, etc, made available by UN system 
and other similar agencies. 1S contains indexes 
and abstracts of more than 1700 titles annually 
from approximately 100 major international 
agencies, including 60 UN principal organs and 
affiliated agencies. As a back-up service, it 
prwides, in a companion microfiche file, the 
complete text of most puMications identified by 
the index''. 

Another source, Statistical Abstracts from the 
Maw of Fact Datahe, published by Pierian 
Press, USA is available on CD-ROM. It contains 
more than 50,000 citations with abstracts and 
statistics to textual materials on current political, 
social, economics and environmental issues 
worldwide. These are extracted from about 250 
general interest p e r i d i d s  and newspapers. 
Indexing i s  done using Library of Congress 
subject headings. 

Two other sources, CRONOS and Economist 
In kliigence Unit International Statistics, reteased 
by Commission of the European Communities 
and Economists Intelligence Unit Ltd,, London 
are online databases". CRONOS contains more 
than 900,000 time series of economic data an 
countries in the European Community and 

other countries worldwide. The subject 
cowrage includes general statistics, M g n  
trade awgates  industrial survey and sectorial 
information, energy, agricultural products, prices 
and accounts, balance of payment, financial 
accounts, national accounts, and research and 
development. 

The online database by Economists 
Intelligence Unit contains mare than 290 time 
series of macro economic data on nan-OECD 
countries. It includes monthly data for 66 
developing countries and annual time series far 
seven Eastern-Block countries; covering national 
income, popubtion, trade and national debt. In 
fact, it makes a credit risk assessment of 
countries by including data, on political risk 
factors, economic and financial status, and short 
term foreign exchange risk. Data is available 
online through Reutors Information Services 
(~anada)". 

9.1 Use of lnternet 

The growth of Internet has been 
phenomenal over the past one and a half years. 
A number of national agencies have devehped 
sites on Internet. Statistics Canada has a well 
designed and properly maintained site. A 
comprehensive online portfolio is offered, 
providing a-I b subscription services such 
as CANSlM time series data and International 
trade database. Public Information is neatly 
classified by topics-land, people, economy, and 
state; and a daily news service is maintained, 
providing key figures and headline 
inf~rmation'~. 

Office of the National Statistics, UK has also 
developed site on Internet along similar lines 
with an emphasis on providing public 
information where appropriate; and introduced 
the Databank subscription service. 

An important issue concerning Internet 
activity i s  charging for information, particularly 
from public bodies. In this regard, national 
agencies have adopred different policies; 
starting from Statistics Norway, where most 
information i s  freely available, to the US 
Department of Commerce. The latter's site is 
excellent in construction but also 
commercial in its approach, with the 
introduction of charging for most services 



provided. Howewr, US Bureau of Census 
maintain an extremely informatiw site with 
many facilities, including thematic mapping 
service and makes much of this publicly 
available. 

fhe national agencies of other countries 
such as Australian Bureau of Statistics; Federal 
Statistid office, Germany; Statistics Bureau, 
Japan; Central Bureau of Statistics, Indonesia; 
etc., have also developed sites on Internet. In 
most cases, the sites have been established 
within the context of national audience rather 
than viewing Internet as an international 

14 venture . 
A great deal of data are now provided at 

international level of inter-governmental 
agencies. The problem with the data provided 
by these bodies is that 'they are often 
reconstructed rather than directly observed .... 
the reconstruction is  often cruder with more 
guesswork than analysis. There are enough 
arbitrariness in these figures to make the purists 
shrink at the thought of touching such data. 
Given the scarcity of reliable primary 
information, the purist position can almost lead 
to abstinence from empirical work 
altogetherJ5. 

10. CONCLUSIONS 
Statistical agencies producing 

s o c i ~ o n o m i c  data serve rnany groups. The 
users are heterogeneous in terms of their 
information needs, the way in which they use 
statistical data, their analytic abilities to 
manipulate data, etc. If a statistical agency i s  to 
be responsive to the needs of a wide range of 
users, it must recognise its clientele, be aware of 
its needs and tailor its services accordingly. In 
fact, a god statistial agency must readily 
provide answers to questions like what, how 
and when, the data serials are produced and 
how and when they are made available to the 
users. 

In the past, the basic function of official 
statistics in the majority of the developing 
countries was to support planning and decision 
making activities of the Gwemrnent The 
situation has now undergone several changes. 
New usersa groups haw emer~ed, and as a 
result, statistical agencies are required to 

MSllWC &dWn d tnf Tedvld, 1998,18[4) 

determine the demand and optimize the data 
collection, processing and dissemination 
procedures with availah resources. 

In India, the available statistical material 
remains underutilised due to the possessive 
attitude of statistical agencies. This inward 
looking attitude of the agencies needs to be 
replaced by a spirit of openness and 
collaboration. Data collected by lhese 
organisations should be available on request to 
Indian .universities and research institutions as a 
matter of national policy'6. 

The advent of information technology has 
prwided new opportunity to statistial 
agencies. Now one can find market for statistics 
even in industry and business sector, with 
repackaged information tailored to the needs of 
the users. Many of the source agencies have 
lately started using computers for the 
maintenance and updation of databases. A few 
of them have started undertaking special 
tabulation as per requirements of users. These 
efforts need to be augmented using modern 
electronic media such as CD-ROM, etc., for 
data dissemination. 
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