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Access to Legal Information in India 

The pilpcr britw kscribtr the existing impor~lt  ka$ inkmation spterns 
hmctioning in Wcsrwn cwnlricr and Aurtrda. It also tnummtts the e f b t r  
ma& by Suprrme Cwrt of I h  lo 0rgilniK legal information pMt&ting to 
decided cases. The paper also discusses COURTNIC, Introduced by 
National I.?formatics Centre (NIC) In collahation with Supreme Court of 
Irdia, It -ides information on the hpex Cwrt to a wide range of u r n  
who a r t  interested in kgal developments a d  judicial decisions of the 
Supreme Cwrt 

1. INTRODUCTION 
fhe paradigm oi inhrnation is in the 

process of change. New t h d o g y  has madt it 
possible 10 re- gtographic dim-, 
changed the! form of the book, and has 
a&ced the disparities b e m n  rich 
collections arid poor cdkctions atltua in the 
h e l o p e d  countries, The virtual Iiw 
library rot as a place but a5 a concept41 
foon be upon us', and with bredtdringly rapid 
advance of cmputer techndogy, law libraritr 
and legal pactice wiU alw change out of 
mognitac . 

The United States, way back In 1967, t d  a 
lead to prwide financial sup* to Cwrts and 
legill institutions to use compukr ttchdogy. I n  
albcating fundr fw t k  eltrblihmtnt d Federd 
Judicial C e n h  in 1 %7, a prwision was mde 
to study and dctmine ways In which automatic 
data pmessing ud Inkrmth s m m  
techniques can be applied to the administration 
of the courts. Thc US Con- ad upon 

the iwed for Federal Courtr to beep up wlth the 
tunes. The Senate R e p t  noad that ' m t w  
rwoluticm, s m g  the financial md Industrial 
enterprim of our nahn, h s  so far muk Littk 
t e a h a y  in COU~S'? 

Thur hltituhnal suppwt ard competition 
amongst ik cammcial enlerphes in tht  
United Stater Mpd in dm)oping legal 
idormath retrimill rysternr, which have wide 
coverage of kgal h m n ~  of USA and tk 
Ewoptan countries. 

2. INTERNATlQNAL LEGAL 
DATABASES 

SMrd lesJ & t h u s  a n  available in 
Weem Ccwmbies. Process of cmputmisatiwl 
of Caw h surttd in e&y 1970's and the two 
morl praninmt syctcm widely used are L U I S  
and WESTLAW. LEXIS-h'EXIS rwvices with 
headquwrsr* 31 Ohio, USA are the W s  
W n g  fukxt, d n e  legid, nam, and b u s i ~ s  
information wwictl. Moct h n  6,70,000 xt* 
ucecl hrve m s  to the L E X M U I S  services. 
The two otrvwm mlCst of 5,400 databases 
W n h g  morr thn 593 b l h  drw*ctws. An 
m g l e  of 2.5 m i lh  documents are d e d  



each week to the r m e  than 476 millior. 
4 cocumenis online . 

lntroouced in 1973. t k  LUIS service was 
the mwld's 4rst currmercial on-line legal 
research *mice. Six years later, the NEXtS 
service was launched, and now contains a vast 
array of new5 a d  busincss intormation sources 
from around the world. The LEXIS-NEXIS 
s~.rvices contains: 

3 Cases. statules, and o l h ~  kgat matenah from 
the Europan Union, UK, France. Uanaaa, P.u5. 
tralra, New Zealanrl, the Irish Republic and 
L 5.4: 

3 Invectment analysts' reporis f r ~ m  prestigious 
broke,-age firms around the world; 

Tne full-text ol uver 1..5 million patents filed 
with tne LS Pdtents Oflice since 1975; 

Analytical survrnys of co~ntries and regions 
prepared by governments and private nrgani- 
s~ t i o?~ .  1 EXISNEXIS ~ w v i d e s  wrvices to r c  
search laws and legal issues, monitor fast- 
hreaklng news mwts, fird background infor- 
matior: on people, tracking comptition in tbc 
market place, etc. 

The freestyle feature of the service snows a 
hearch requtat io he entered as a i  actual 
question or phrase, and no special connectors 
op tormat is required. Another option is rhe Easy 
Search Libvary, which prvvi&r online rnel?us 
and screen Drontpts tcn asslst users in 
formulating search repuests, then automaticallv 
select4 ihe appropriate libraries ind  fi les to 
search. Userr may also use traditional Boojean 
tecnniques to search the tEXIS-LEXIS services. 

In 107.5 West Publishin# Ccmpany 
introduced tf-e West Law service in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, USA; and now i t  is  available in all 
the Wcstern countries. Originally, i: offercla only 
~ h c  headw:us of cases, which are found in its 
National Reporter system and from 1970 i t  
witched completely to full text. tndelt of legal 
lerms used in the rext af the case is develoued 
by the sysrem and search is based on Ihe 
Boolean logic. Wedlaw has dividtsd i t s  data into 
diiferent fie& fw the rerrievar purpore. It has 
very 5tr0r g r ~ t r i ~ v a l  nwchanism and provides 
access to a vast amount cf iriiormation, 
including Statutes, Codcs, Regulations, Rules, 

iudicial and administrative decisions, legal 
articles publisncd ir periodicals and other 
secondarj material. The WIN system (bVest is 
Natural) has been introduced recently to allow 
uwr to type sentence in natual English 
Language to retrieve results. 

In Auslralia, the Cornmonwealih 
AHorney-l;enerars Department commenced 
dwclopment d a national system of kga l  
inf~rmarion retriwal in 1973. It is an intcractiw 
reu!arch tod k r  lawyers vovidinp I;hrgely full 
text access and search of primary legal material. 
I t  i s  popcrbrly mown a5 Statutes ard 
Caw~Automated Legal Enquiry {SCLAE). At 
present SCLAE contain: 

Commonwea!th 1901 -1 973. Reprint of 
Ads Arts and Numbered Acts 

from 1974. 

High Court [Apex Cases Repcrtcd irl 
Court in Aus:wlia) Commonwealth Law 

Kepwts - Headndes and 
Catchwords k, 1 946. Full 
Text Thereafter 

Federal Courts Selected Decisims 

hdrninistratkc! Sekctiw Decisions 
Tri bunats 

In July 1983, A national c.omputerised legal 
tniwmatbn retrieval system covering all states 
named CLlRS Lta. was launched. The computer 
link between Comm~nwealth's SCLAE system 
aqd CLIRS has been operating satisfactorily 
since 1983. The systerr~ is helping ihc co~rts in 
cclnduckng quality legar rmarch and enabling 
them lo check arccracy of statutory and 
preceoent material. The judgement5 are made 
available even before formal reporting. 

Australian Legal Information Inwitute has 
achiwed truly remarkable u e w l o p m n t  in 
organisrng case law They have put vir:ualIy all 
current Australian rases and statute iaw on to 
one ~ t : l  of comwrers and then onto :he 
Internet. Every new case, when added to 
misting material, i s  a~tornaticatly cross- 
referenced and linked to tne full text of any 
other case cr Statute. i t  s likrl udating the 
CD-ROM daily. One can search Australian b w  
irre of cost from any part clt the world. L v ~ n  
i u n i  zn ord*nary personal computer, acrcss to 



case law and statute Law takes only a few 
seconds. It is d m y  to cite a case by 
reference not to any printed law repwt but to 
the Court's awn n u m b  and designad. 

3. LEGAL DATABASES tN INDIA 
The dwebpment of law libraries and hw 

information centres in India has beeFl r a h r  
slow. Law libraries in India can be classified into 
three categories: 

(ij Libraries as part of academic institutions like 
law collegesy law faculties and bw 
departments in the Universities, with a total 
number of at present 349; 

(ii) Law libraries as part d judicial infrastructure 
such as Supreme Court High Courts, Lower 
Courts and Bar Associations; and 

(iii) Legislative libraries as a part of Parliament and 
State Legislative Assemblies. 

3.1 Court Libraries 
Court libraries serve the Judges who sit in 

courts and lawyers who appear before them. 
These Court libraries vary considerably in their 
collection and services. Many subordinate 
courts, in fact have no libraries. This was well 
illustrated by Justice PB Sawant in a decision of 
the Supreme Court: 

me reasons which prompted this court to 
direct the grant of residence-cumlibrary 
allowance to every judidal officer was that it 
was found that there was no provision br a 
judges' library in most of the Courts of the 
subordinate judicial officers. As a result t h q  
have either to depend upon the library 
maintained by the Bar, if any, or to go without 
the assistance of the books. At many places, 
particularly, at the Talult/Tehsil level, there i s  not 
even an adequate Bar library available. It is 
difficult to understand the attitude of the State 
Governments towards the prwisions of the 
facility of law books and journals to the judges 
when the judges whose duty consists of 
interpreting the law and applying it to the facts 
before them. It is like asking the artisans to work 
without tfwir tools. The law h k s  not tO speak 
of the 0th- books are the essential tools of the 
judges. The minimum that is  expected of the 
State is to provide wery court with the 
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u p U t e  texts of commentaries on the relevant 
s t a t u k s a n d l a w p W n a l s w h i E h r e p ~ t t ~  
of the High Courtr and the Supreme Court for 
the exdusive use of the judges. The 
Gavwnments consistentty Failed to provide this 
primary facility to the cwrtslrs. 

3.1.1 High Court Libcaries 

The oldest High Court libraries are located at 
Cakutta, Bombay and Madras. These libraries 
h m  g o d  colkUons of legal reports and legal 
commentaries. The eighteen High Courts in 
country do have workable library collections 
although no survey has ever been made of 
these libraries It mn be said that collection of 
these libraries, are just enough to meet the local 
needs of a particular High Court. Shwtage of 
finance and lack of professionally trained 
librarians has resulted in the slow development 
of High Court libraries. 

3.1.2 Bar Associations' Libraries 
Alongwith Judgery libraries, Bar Association 

of all the High Courts and Supreme Court have 
their own libraries for lawyers. A peculiar aspect 
of these lbraries is hat they are headed by 
some clerks and peons who have learnt their 
jobs by doing it and without any training. 
Services to clientele is  the most negligible 
aspect in all the cases. 

3.2 Supreme Court fudges' Library 
The Supreme Court Judges' Library was 

established in 1938. It has a collection of about 
2,50,000 kgat documents, which includes 
books, monographs, commission reports, 
government publications, centre and state 
legislation and other tegislatiw material. it 
subschs to about 300 Indian and foreign 
reporting and academic journals and has a staff 
strength of 70 including 16 professional 
librarians. The clientele of the library are 
Hon8bk judges, Senior Advocates, Court 
Managers and law researcherr ot d i f h t  
universities doing academic research. 

Supreme Court Judges' Library is a grid of 
libraries. In addition to Central taw Library, it 
ako maintains wmkabh collection in f 1 Bench 
Libraries and 26 residential libraries of Hon'ble 
judges. Supreme Court judges' Library is  
essentially a reference and research department 



d t h e ~ p u r C w r t I t ~ b o ~ p C ( O K d  
thc mkh- rc4uiremcnto of ~vdm 

a d  Cowt funaiarwh. It il dEPcribed as r 
throbbing b r t  d che Ccnxt and have 
devebpedmrynfmnatodrtoprovide 

Jmiws PO kg1 framity. 

The en- of legd lirerature necersitated 
the l e g d d t o t h i n k i n  mrof&bbgnp)ric 
corW and certain r n d d o b g y  to 
a h h t h  effickntty. T r a d h d  
~ o f C i b r # y ~ a t b r , a f t f w n d m b e  

.ud h d q u t e  to $atiJy the s n k d  
recykmmt of kgd infmwtion by the H ~ W P  

and legal fraecmity. 
In the Lnw Cmmhhn of India 

jwrice DA h i  lleumwmnded the use of 
Comprtcr khndogy in L i & q  xtkritk The 
*port d. 

* C m p r ~ t b n  of is r hi& pricwity 
mcesrity. The W r  tlrns is w a d  in 
cokdulg jujgbnsents bewhg on the same 
s u m  A wsh button m e m  should te 
prvallak Lo make ha& d dgements an the 
w7, 

Cwqmkrs havc enormous p w e r  w r t m  
a d  u n  handle routine and repetitive actbities 
with md =curacy. W c e  sharing is 
afso ~ d M e  duc bo eelecrmununication Links 
m g c t  Lnu harim. C m t e r  can kJP in 
using the c;ua and watute citalor, nominal 
tables of dcddEd case, u~ rn a prticubr 
piece d kgirbtbn, k d n g  of citation, and m 
bdr h thcl rgubabt  m s  af ~.eportd 
c a s .  

Supreme Cwf l  Mger' U b a ~  is in the 
p m e s s  of ~ i n W n g  tk appHcalion of 
cwnputw in 5 W i g  lbaw is 
wrdeqphg r ma* &mge with the 
inbeduction of cor tywtmW of the fuU twi 
04 OifictI nporu, In, h p r t ~  Court Repu. 

Chiif Jw&ctb1 C w  M d  In 1 991 t d  
m unulimous deciskn W reqrm( Miad 
tnfomutia Cm&e to takt up h p r o k t  d 
w h r i s a h t  of Supreme Cwrt and High 
Courts and interconnect through NICNFT. 
Hence, CQURTNIC was - tuald,  
, Y a m J  Infwmatb Cmrm lNlCf phyPd role as 

a catalyg In c w s  cmrqmmktbn a d  
cffrdml hnctihg. Tht NIC, ir helping and 
c-rhg in mmmtm by 
preparing w h a r e  and W n g  hwr)wm 
the Srrpreme CmrL 

7he NIC ha5 set up a n a t W i  ra-te 
hscd  conqwtw a m m u n b h  m i v d i .  NIC 
a h  provi&s mo~sslry m p u t e r  w 
cwa managen a d  staff. 

CBURTNIC, i.e, Cawt Inkmatian System 
d ~ b p e d  try NK is bi@ to pwkk 
information on Ihe Apex Court to wick m g e  of 
mi%. COUKTNK: will ubw to the i n h t i o n  
qirement of Wm, cwrt mamgwr, w, 
Yug.&ll public and Pcdemi~ C-W wfro 
are interested in legd -t and judrual 
d a d c i o n s 0 f t k ~ C o u n .  

The main objectiws d the CWRTNK m: 

a io ptovlde d m  Apex Court inkwination to 
dre litigant cmurr i ty  auvlss the 

to hcukate inkrrmtion cultwe a m g  t f e  
public to enhance their c ~ ~ f ~ d m c e  in h 
judicial pomss; a d  

a to h4p the regirlry of the +w Court in ahc 
execution of its iunction by pwiding easy 
flow oi infotmatim. 

(a) Provision of complete daily case cause &is of 
a1 the courts. 

(3) Status ZWICI position of a care filed in the Apex 
Court. 

The infmrnah is to be made ava- to 
Litigant W l i c  at nominal charges. 

The ludp'  hkry has plan& fo use 
computer In v a i i s  a m  of its fuxtbhs W 
hurrting, status d rk ust and decisions of the 
Supreme Court on a part- pime of 
kgiJatim are the day to day rcquimmt at 
m t  met Ihmgb dw g w a l  and s e e c f s  
dige~ts. Tkse  dipsisfmdices are helpful, but 
they take a lot nf time lo b a t e  the disird 
infwmation and has i-t disadvantage oC 
dtpmdmcy on thc via- of dw pcrson who 
t h d q w  it. 
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3.2.2 SUPLIS (Supmmc Cwd f &ray 
I n h a t i o n  

Comgutcrisltion w a s  in Supreme Cawt 
started in 1992. Supieme Cwrt bdges' Libnry 
has introduced nmv techmbgy in a p h a d  
manner with t h r e  distinct pmjects under hs 
planned programme: 
(i) Case Indexing: 

(ii) Cwrent Contentc (Academic Articles); 

(iii) Legirb lion. 

The ldges'  Library identified the data& 
of about 25.000 decided cases from 1950 
onwards and approximately I500 cases 
npor#abIe/mn rep tab le  annuah. Hence, the 
judpnen$/or&rs reported in Off~ial Report 
i.e., Supwrne Court Reports and o t k r  
imvtant  reporting journals are indexed. Library 
database SUPltS was programmd on the 
Hardware XENIX 4%. 

3.2,3 SUPUS: Retrieval System 

An irnpwtult featurn of the SUPLIS is tnc 
retrieval mechanism developed on tne basis of 
rnfrwmaih seeking need of users. This system 
has k e n  created on the b~sis  of queries and 
requasitim receiwd from the cwrts, court 
officials, drfitrent departments of the court and 
Hon'ble J d g e s .  F d h i n g  are the options of 
approach- t o r  re~rkval of caw information: 

(i) Timewise 

(a) Judge + T i m  
(b) Judge + T i m  + Case/Cause title 
(c) Judge + T i m  + Act 
Id) judge + T i m  + Subjccl 

(iv) Equivalent Citalks 

(vij Famous N a m  

(vii) Petition Number 

(ix) Acts/Ruk 

The a h e  Riven main menu h e b  the user 
to reir- judiemcntr or an order. Swem is 
quite fl-ibk a d  helpkrl. The 'Use friendlinegs 
of SL1PLIS m a k  it easy to uge without prim 
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computer experience. Data entry is 
accmphhd t h g h  a 'fdl In the Yank' 
apprmch. The computer w i i  not a l k  
characten to k entered -re except 
within the m i a t e  brackets. Most f i d s  
haw explanatmy mesMe that is displayed ai 
the bottom of the screen when the user is ready 
b cntw the dab \he fdd, FC# ;iZCKE d 
infwmtim, SURlS has k e n  designed keepcng 
in mind the lime h a k  of period. Tkerefow, 
ewry optim d re&d has been conirdkd by 
time optim or specificd range of time. It a h  
alkws the ustr to sckci t f n  mined wtions of 
retrieval. F o r  example, if Ihe user k n w s  that: (a) 
a jdge  has dcLivertd a judgement (b:~ in a 
specified p c d ,  :c) on a particular sumct 
SUPLIS will hdp to find oul th 
judgemm~wder. Mweover, when the user has 
a due such as partkdar date w month, the 
case can k retr ied by the system. Flw 
exmpe, wh4e entering the fix date, i-e., 
20.2.90 the computer w i Y  list aU six t i t k  of the 
judgements with the case numkr  which have 
been delivered on this date. One m y  select 
desk4 casejcases for having full details of the 
judgements. For this, one can enter the case 
numhr to get ihe full detail in a welt daigned 
screen. 

3.2.4 SUPLIS: Data Conhnls 

SUPtlS contains the fdlowing inbrnation 
a b w t  the casts and judgements deliwred by 
the wx Cwrt. It  facilitates retrieal d 
infcwrnation in conderabk deiail, satisfying the 
rids of users who haw differerrt 
a pproacks/optims ro access the data. 
(i) Date of hdgenwnts 
(ii) Petition&mber/p9ealnumb~r 

(i~i) Nme of rtre Parties (i.e. Petitiorms' Name 
a d  bpmdmts' Name), 

(iv) M r / J u d g m l o / R e v i ~ d  Judgements 

{v) Citations (Lea, Supreme Court Reports, 
supreme Court Caws. All India Reporter, 
(udgcments Today, SCALE and other 
journakj 

(ri) k c h  Name of Judges 
(vii) Jvdgemtnts delirtred by name(s) 01 judges 

{ w i i j k l j d  Headings 

(ix) Famous name of the Judgements/Carcs and 



(x) Words/P hrases/ Maxims. 

As explained above, the system provides a 
very powerful retriwal mechanism. A decided 
case can be accessed through any of the above 
fields/sub fields, and certain sub menus are 
immensely helpful in delimiting the search to 
the specific requirement of the user. Some of 
the fields s u h  as citation, subject heading, 
famous name of the judgements and 
words/phrases/maxims satisfies the different 
approach to information. In a casefiudgernents, 
'Equivalent Citation' field is  a popular reference 
tool for lawyers. SUPLIS indexes four more 
journals in addition to Supreme Court Reports 
as enumerated under the field 'Citation'. These 
citations enable the lawyers to retrieve more 
varied and complete information about the 
cases from journals which are selective in their 
reporting of cases. Another field 'Petition 
Number' is  useful for the judicial sections of the 
court where file location is a day to day 
requirement and files are arranged according to 
numbers. The option 'Subject Headings' helps 
in retrieving the text through words which 
appear in the headnotes. While selecting this 
option, the facility of Boolean search is  provided 
in SUPLIS. Headnotes are prepared by subject 
experts and they contain legal +errns used in 
decided cases. 

Supreme Court Judges' Library and NIC are 
jointly refining, improving and updating the 
SUPLIS and its software for better functioning 
and retrieval. For the case history, status and 
current information concerning the validity of 
the decided cases, library has added new 
features of 'Citator of Cases'. The library is also 
in the process of adding to the database 
Appeal/Review/Over-rule/History and Citation 
of High Court judgements. The Supreme Court 
has taken an initiative in launching a challenging 
project of full text of Supreme Court's decided 
cases, which would be perhaps a pioneer step 
in legal information and it would also shape the 
future of the courts functioning in this part of 
the World. 

3.2.5 IUDIS (Judgement Information 
System) 

On 8th March 1995, the then Hon'ble Chief 
Justice of India inaugurated the release of JUDlS 
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connecting all the 18 Htgh Courts through 
satellite based computer communication 
network. jUDlS prwides free-text based retrievai 
system of the decided cases from 1950 
onwards. It is  a comprehenshe online Case Law 
Library. It helps to find relevant precedent on 
any subject that is  judicially considered by the 
Supreme Court. It has complete choice of 
retrieval fields available in SUPLIS with 
additional free choice to choose your own set 
of typical words which you feel are part of the 
text of the case. JUDtS can be accessed from 
any of the 750 nodes of the NICNET across the 
country and High Courts computer cell. 

NIC has announced the release of JUDlS 
CD-ROM for the benefit of legal fraternity of 
Judges, lawyers, and legal researchers. It is  a 
user-friendly supplement to the online jUD1S 
developed by the NIC and Supreme Court. It 
contains all reportable cases published in official 
report of the court namely; Supreme Court 
Reports from t 950 onwards. 

JUDIS-CD-ROM is available in two versions: 
Unix and Windows. The unix needs the 
institutions having Unix based servers for 
providing multiuser access. Windows version, 
which has Graphic User Interface, serves the 
needs of individual users who have window 
based system. JUD IS-CD-ROM proyides 
retrieval through various field : Title, Judge, 
Time, Act and Free Text. Search information can 
be entered in the Query by Example (QBE) 
screen. Boolean operator efficiently retrieve the 
required case with (And, Or, Not) indicators. 

Users can type commands instead of filling 
in a QBE screen; a command query window is 
provided with easy to learn commands. One 
can retrieve through subject heading (e.g., 
Defamation), phrase and maxim (e.g., Res 
judicata with period restriction of search years 
such as 1995-1997; Boolean (i.e., And, Or, Not) 
operation (e.g., Librarian and Parity). After 
receiving the appropriate response to a query 
one can see the records of the full text with 
print-out facilities. 

3.26 Computerisa tion of Library 
Operations 

Supreme Court judges' Library is  also using 
new technology in its routine functioning. 
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Software h a s  been prepared a r t  data hae 
hen fed Cm 1992 onwards h t k  arlkkr 
pubtished in jmrnals s u k r i k d  to in the libray. 
This will lx h l p h l  as a t3d of currmt 
awareness and in &plh research in legal 
drw~pline. For catabguing records, sohare  has 
been  wep pared and is  k g  aswssed and 
anatysed bv the Suprmc Cowt judges' Library 
fw transkrring its library holdings in cmprter. 
This is a big project of feeding records of 
2,50,000 documents and it requires sufficient 
resources md staff support. Hmever,  a 
beginning has been made by feedine rment 
data of library acqu~sitior. In this process, the 
court will be able to get library catabgues in 
card form with various approaches. Many Iiigh 
Cwrt  liharies are finding it diifiiutt to prepare 
library catalogues due to norravailabil~ty of 
professional staff. This pmject will help In 
providing prinatd cards to High Court hbrar~s  
far tbe cataloguing af similar documents ad&d 
ta their I~braier. It win be J s k p  towards 
resource sharing in the form of 5terature ule 
arld inter-lihary loan. 

3.2.7 Comp uterisation of Central/Sbte 
Legislation 

Another ambitious project of Supreme C w t  
j~dges' Library is to mputer ise all the 
central/state kgirbtioil and its h b p m c n t  
from the stage of introduction of MI1 to 
cornmncement/assent of kgisbtim. In the 
kginning i d e x e s  oC such k g h l a t h  will be 
prepared. Project is  in i ts  prekminary stage and 
a close coordination with Parliament Libary i s  
n e d d  for the work. On its cmpktion, it wiU 
be able to assist the user of the Lihay with 
followtng tegislatiw information: 

(i) Act No.; 

[iii) Tide; 

iiv) Date of Pres&nt ~ ~ C m m e n c e m m t  
date; 

(v) Date of Introduction in Lok SabhajRajya 
Sabha; 

Ivi) Publication in Rajya Sabhdlak Sabha; 

Iwi) l nforma tion regarding joinl/Stiect 
Committee; 

(x) Slmilar prwision in State Legtsbtion; 
(xi) Law Commission Repwl available on the 

sub+ if any: 

(xiiJ Comments on the legidation in academic 
journals. 

Ministry of Law has a h  dwdo@ software 
fw the cmtral legislation and India Code win be 
released in near firture on CD-ROhl for the full 
iext of acts of Padammi. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
The impact of elecmic information 

reolution can be seen in many places. In 
Western countries, institutional efforts and 
corrrnercial enterprim help4 in developing 
the legal infcwrnatioq systems a n d  introduced 
innwations with sopnisticated software,/ 
haroware to reach wder clleitele. in India, 
beginning has been made bv one cornmrcial 
repwting purnal namly Supreme Cwrr  Caws 
by ?eleasing CD-ROM version of its winted 
drgcsts. AIf Idia Reporter and judgement Tday 
are also in m s  of releasing therr rep t ing  
journals on CD-ROM in near future. 

Economic liberahsath pdicy of the country 
have a k a  attracted the internatha1 leg4 
publishers to -rate and functirxl tram India. 
M/s. k t t m w r t h ,  a leading pubkhr of law 
bods  and LEXlS Legal System, have started 
publishing fndian Legal Corrmeniari~ a d  in 
near future will invite woscribers to use LEXIS 
Legal research Spttm. I t  will help in 
comparatrve legal research. Tiw Supreme Cwrt 
and N a t l o ~ l  lnformatk Centre I N K )  has 
certdinly made a beginning in this fiela or 
co~n(3uterisation and it has many miles to go. 

Cornput- application in cwrls and court 
fibrarieJ was startea on piecemeal bags without 
cmdinating the activities at state a d  centre 
level. In USA, Federal Judicial Centre and 
hustratian Legal Information Institute in Australia 
are think-tanks to prwide guidelines, training 
and framing of computer uw in courts. National 
Jrrdicial .*cadwny of India may take up this 
project to c w d n a t e  activities to achiwe 
unifmmity. 

At prerent COURTNIC of NIC is less 
oornpwhmrve, a d  more cffwts are rquired 



to ccwndinate cwrt informatics acthirtics from 
filing of the litigation to decision vf the case to 
achieve opiimum d. 

On the whole, it can be said that 
mmpvterised legal idamation syrtem in India 
is stir at a kdgeling nae. Legal fraternity do 
recognise the importance of inbrmation 
management, and it K expected that p p e r  
user friendly cam&m've autcrrPlatcd 
Iobmatii retrieval syum will b dedqml  in 
rear future also to c m  High t o m  and 
OistrM Cwrts of the C~untry. 
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