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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the identification of web presence and their links among SAARC countries.  The
research explores that India possesses maximum of 14, 10, 00, 000 webpages; 58, 20, 000 external links;
1, 18, 00,000 internal links; and 9, 83, 00,000 over all links.  In case of web impact factor of external and
internal links, Sri Lanka claims highest and for over all links once again India claims highest.  One can note
that, except India no SAARC country possesses all sub-domains, but these possess only a few sub-domains
like .edu, .gov, .net, and .org.  When  analysis of the links was done, it was found that Pakistan has a maximum
of 3,610 links to India as compared to other SAARC countries.  India once again claims top position among
the SAARC countries for Wiser ranking.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Despite the traditional information systems such as
libraries, which categorise their information resources
based on special criteria, the webpage is receptive for
each kind of information from individuals and institutions.
In other words, there is a no structural control on the data
entering to webpage. Therefore, to find relevant and high
quality information, in the easiest and fastest possible
way, is a serious challenge for web user. The webpage is
full of information and services including social/
economical/science and technology information each of
which has its own users.

Webometric covers research of all network-based
communication using infometric or other quantitative
measure.  Webometrics, in future, may become one of
the most interesting research area for the vast collection
of electronic information available on the publicly
indexable web.  Paisley rightly identified this area as the
future domain of bibliometric research. So an attempt has
been made to analyse the web presence and their links of
SAARC countries with different parameters.

2. SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF STUDY

Due to time limit, the study is focused to analyse the
webpages and their links that are accessible from

SAARC countries like Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, India, and Sri Lanka. The
advanced search facility of AltaVista and scholar-google
was used to collect the primary data.  Data collection was
conducted to retrieve the links as well as the web
presence of SAARC countries.  The limitation of the study
was that, instead of collecting the primary data with
different search engines, we used only one search
engine-Alta Vista was used.

3. LITERATURE REVIEW

Before conducting this study a literature review was
done to bridge the gap between the research all ready and
yet to be done.

Thomas & Willett1 made a webometric analysis for the
departments of library and information science (LIS) in UK
universities. The findings indicate that it is not possible to
identify any significant correlation between the citation
data and peer evaluations of research excellence
embodied in the research assessment exercise (RAE)
rankings.

Thelwall2, et al. made a webometric study of the
universities of 16 European countries to know academic
interlinking. It is found that universities’ websites were
tended to link mostly to countries geographically nearer.
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